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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Neighbors,


For those of you who obey the CCR’s, this will be the only time you receive a letter from me.  For the rest of you….


This year has been challenging.  Dawn Melichar resigned as our Secretary and Director.  Dawn kept us organized and in compliance with the law.  She was wonderful to work with, and helped in everything we tried to do as a homeowner’s association.


Then, my buddy George Carpenter resigned as a Director and our Compliance Officer.  George has great wisdom and sound judgment.  He handled the Compliance with skill and efficiency.  George has been a contributor to everything good in our neighborhood.  Most people can be replaced, but I don’t know about George.  


Sarah Schmerl decided not to run for re-election to the Board.  We tried to talk her into running again because she was a great source of advice and guidance on so many of the issues that the Board considers.


Thank you, Dawn, George and Sarah.


We had some good luck, too.  Steve Silverman was elected to the Board and volunteered to replace Dawn as Secretary.  Dawn left everything in good shape, and Steve has made the transition pretty seamless.  


Brian Webb joined the Board as a first-timer.  He is smart, and has experience from other associations, so we're putting him to work.  So far, so good.


Diana Callimanis continues to serve as Treasurer and Director,  handling our finances.  Her work is outstanding.  But, you already know that.


Diane Frank is a Director, the Registrar, and anything else that we need.  Diane is the best.


Janet Thuringer is a Director and in charge of the Architecture and Compliance Committee, with the help of Director Brian Webb.  She is trying to streamline the process for you.  Janet has a number of good ideas that the Board is adopting one-by-one.  The first is a pre-approved paint palette.  If your color selection is from the palette of paint colors that the Board has already approved, you do not need any further permission or approvals when you paint your house.  There will be more to come from Janet.


Finally, Bruce Switzer is serving as a Director and also manages our Landscaping.  He does a great job.


The Board does not meet in July or August, so if you need approvals for any improvements to your house, please submit your requests as soon as possible.   Last summer, we were scrambling around trying to get a quorum and hold special meetings to approve work that our residents wanted to do on their houses during the summer, and it did not always work the way we wanted.  We received a couple of requests when the workers were parked in the driveway.  Don’t forget that state law requires us to send out written notice 48 hours in advance of any official action that we take.


I’m almost reluctant to compliment all of you on the speed control, but we actually have fewer complaints this year, so for those of you who are driving more slowly, thank you for setting a good example.  Safe, slower driving is a habit that comes with practice.  Always be aware of your driving speed on our roads, and never exceed 25 mph.


Neighborhood Watch has been very busy with the increase in theft in the neighborhood.  Our friend and neighbor, Lieutenant Sandy Rosenthal of the Pima County Sheriff’s Department spoke to the Board at our meeting on May 2, 2011, and give us his insight and recommendations on how to deal with the increase in crime in our neighborhood.  It was instructive and we thank Sandy.


We need some new Directors.  Please consider serving on the Board.  Since Diana, Diane and Steve do all the hard work, it does not require a lot of time for the rest of us, and we would benefit from having more of you on the Board.  Give it some thought.

Sincerely,

Pat Griffin

President

Considering painting your home?[image: image2.wmf]

Due to a recent flurry of requests for exterior color approval, and in an effort to speed the process for homeowners, the Board has created a pre-approved palette of colors.  

We have selected over 40 colors that fall within the acceptable LRV values.  The complete list of Dunn Edwards paint selections is now available on our website, www.cat9.org. If you’d like to see all the colors in one location, we have a sample color board that you can take to your home for preliminary viewing.  You can pick up the sample board during our monthly board meeting, or call me (Janet Thuringer, at 440-0383) to make arrangements.  We have also included a selection of coordinated paint and trim colors you might find helpful.  

If you prefer a different brand of paint, the paint/hardware stores can match their product to Dunn Edwards paint colors.

Of course, if you fall in love with a color that is not on the preapproved list, you will need to submit your color choice to the board for 

approval.  Please be mindful that the Board meets once per month, on the first Monday, and we would need to have your request at least 48 hours before the meeting date to be included on the agenda. Also, the Board goes "dark" for two summer months.  We have found in the past most requests come during this time, and the Board is not available for approvals.  Having 40 preapproved colors should help this situation. 
Just a note about painting….it’s always a good idea to apply a sample swatch of your paint on the wall before making a final decision on color.  It is very surprising how colors change in the light of day! 
 

Thank you and please feel free to call me if you have any questions. 
 

Have a safe and happy summer!
 Janet Thuringer 

Architectural Committee Chairperson 

440-0383
            WHAT’S IN YOUR GARDEN?

Grapes, figs, olives, prickly pear, pomegranates, oranges, lemons and grapefruit.   These are among the edibles that are growing in our neighborhood.  I’m particularly looking forward to the grapes that are maturing in abundance above my patio.  I’m hoping to get some olives from my tree that has not produced any since I’ve been here.  We’ve been giving  it lots of water this year, but so far I don’t see any signs of a good crop.  Last fall a friend invited me to pick olives from her prolific tree and showed me how to prepare them for eating.  After a month of soaking in salt water and then marinating in oil and vinegar, they were the best olives we’d ever eaten, and made wonderful holiday gifts!

You’ve no doubt seen prickly pear syrup for sale around town.  A few years ago, I saw the luscious prickly pears so abundant on all our properties and decided to try making my own.  Armed with padded gloves and kitchen tongs, I removed the fruit and after a multi-step process of boiling, peeling, putting through a food mill and sieve, voila!  Prickly pear syrup that adds a unique flavor to margaritas, iced tea,  lemonade (particularly fresh lemonade made with the juice of local lemons)  and onion relish.  It’s a chore I both love and hate every year.  

I don’t know if there are many fig trees in the neighborhood, but I do have access to one particularly generous one in the yard of a particularly thoughtful neighbor.  There’s nothing like the experience of biting into a fresh fig.  Or the delight of a plate of figs and goat cheese drizzled with honey.   And of course, if there is enough fruit, fig preserves.  

Almost everyone has oranges, lemons and/or grapefruit in their yards.  Unfortunately, we don’t, but I love it when everyone who does comes by with a bagful.  We love fresh lemonade, lemon bars, lemon chicken just to name a few things that come out of my kitchen during lemon season.  Last year’s batch of orange marmalade was absolutely delish, as was the orange chocolate cake. 

Let me say I am known to be a poor gardener, quite unable to grow anything but herbs.  Which is why I’m so excited to see so many bunches of grapes on the vine.  My first and second attempt at growing an orange tree both failed.  So far the third is still alive and I’m hoping to keep it that way long enough to see it happy and fruitful.  Local food is a popular trend.  Enjoy whatever you’ve got growing.  You can’t get  more local than right outside your own back door.

Diana Callimanis

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Welcome To CAT 9

Why not introduce yourself  and  Get to know your neighbors!

Lot 62    6741 N Altos Primero    Steve Komie & Darlene Sullivan

Lot 33    6961 N Solaz Tercero    Stephen & Sarah Kerr

Lot 122  2400 E.Calle Los Altos  Aaron & Corina Johnson (tenant)   
   

To all our neighbors:

Please remember to keep your name, address, phone number and e-mail address current with the association so that you will receive all new correspondence.  Contact our Registrar, Diane Frank by phone (232-9623) or by e-mail dlfrank24@comcast.net to update or change your contact information.

If you would like to be on the Association’s Email list, you can subscribe by notifying Diane or by sending a message to  “ info@cat9.org” 

Diane Frank, CAT 9 Registrar

Catalina Foothills Estates #9 Homeowners’ Association

P.O. Box 36225, Tucson, AZ  85740

CONTACT INFORMATION

2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pat Griffin

patgriffin@hmpmlaw.com

792-3836
President

Bruce Switzer

bswitzer@birddogllc.com

232-0951
Vice-President

Steve Silverman
swsilverman@gmail.com

529-8585
Secretary

Diana Callimanis
dcallimanis@yahoo.com

615-1615
Treasurer and Newsletter

Diane Frank

dlfrank24@comcast.net

232-9623
Registrar and Newsletter

Janet Thuringer
tucson123@q.com


731-1224
Architecture/Compliance

Bruce Switzer

bswitzer@birddogllc.com

232-0951
Landscaping and Road

Brian Webb

webbn@gmail.com


886-8165

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Web Site:
www.cat9.org
             E-mail Address:
info@cat9.org
Dick Bryant

dick@openwindow.com

907-3782
Webmaster

Kevin Paulus

paulusarchitect@cox.net

881-1465
Architect




4337 E. 7th St., Tucson, AZ 85711

Reliable Environmental Services, 4254 N 4th Ave, Tucson, AZ 86705

Robert Howe

rlh123@cox.net


400-0163 
Refuse Collection

Basil Callimanis
basilcallimanis@yahoo.com

940-6041
Roads Maintenance



NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Area Leader

Elizabeth Dane
elizdane@gmail.com


232-9646

Alternate

Diane Frank

dlfrank@comcast.net


232-9623


Block 1

Bill Leissring

billsmail46@mindspring.com

615-4921


Block 2

Mary Horvath

alwayshisway@aol.com

299-7077


Block 3

Joy Williams

joyousfish8@yahoo.com

299-4751


Block 4

Diana Callimanis
dcallimanis@yahoo.com

615-1615


Block 5

Lisa Warneke

skierz@earthlink.net


529-1347


Block 6

Ruth Feldman

ruth@ruthfeldman.com

529-1900


Block 7

Catherine Mahoney
reenamahoney@comcast.net

577-6117


Block 8

Diane Frank

dlfrank24@comcast.net

232-9623


Block 9

Karin Sawtelle

karinsml@msn.com


529-2429


Block 10
Bruce Switzer

bswitzer@birddogllc.com

232-0951


Block 11
Diane Boots

bootesta@comcast.net

529-4858

EMERGENCY:  Dial 911 for Sheriff’s Department (including currently happening activities such as: current mail box tampering, break-ins, prowlers, thefts, rabid animals, etc.  ANY DANGEROUS EMERGENCY, FIRE, HEALTH SITUATION)

NON-EMERGENCY:  351-4900 to report CURRENT HAPPENINGS (Such as reckless drivers/driving, door-to-door solicitors and evangelizers, barking dogs, loose pets, strange people/vehicles lingering in the neighborhood, etc.)

TIP LINE: 88-CRIME (882-7563) Report PREVIOUS HAPPENINGS (You can remain anonymous).

Help solve a crime!

Contact the Sheriff’s Dept. & ALWAYS ALSO please contact the Area Leader for dissemination of any necessary information to CAT 9 neighbors
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