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1. President's Message

Dear Cat 9 Neighbor,

With temperatures topping 100 degrees daily, smoke over the Catalinas, and Skyline traffic changes keeping us on our toes, life in sleepy Cat 9 remains interesting. In the past quarter, board efforts have continued on many fronts.  

In monitoring the Skyline road project we have responded to ongoing neighbor concerns about the screening walls and worked with the design team in planning temporary road closures. We have had a number of neighbors involved in traffic accidents. One neighbor in his 90’s is thankfully recovering at home after a prolonged hospitalization following one collision. The good news: the road work is on schedule and the stretch of Skyline work from Campbell to Orange grove will be completed during October as planned!!

On a related issue the board has planned to install 2 small walls with Cat 9 entryway signs at the Posada and Los Altos entryways. We were presented the opportunity to make this improvement in conjunction with the county construction of walls and landscaping, with the benefit of county designers, landscapers and artists already at work, and coordination with current contractors.  Entryway improvements have long been on Cat 9 ‘wish lists’ and, with the opportunity to do this at a substantial discount at the present time, we are moving ahead.  In addition to the desirable aesthetic value for these entryway improvements, they should help deter casual traffic into Cat 9, particularly at the Posada entrance.

We have heard concerns from neighbors regarding the  evolving La Encantada project.  The appearance of the berm concerns many and this area is currently having irrigation installed. After this, we hope the saguaros will perk up and planting will begin. We are promised that the berm itself will be ‘sculpted’ to create a more natural terrain.  There has been concern about the mechanics on the rooftops of the mall as well.  We are assured that much of what is currently on the roof are construction materials, but there are substantial mechanics as well.  Though we have long requested that these not be placed on the roof, this was not possible. Instead the mechanics will be screened from our view with desert tan screening material, and the heating/cooling units will be painted tan.  

The county is now developing concept plans for county park development in the desert between Posada and the mall. Six parking spaces and a walking trail are planned for the area around the detention basin adjacent to the southwest parking lot of La Encantada. We have met with Rafael Payan, the Parks Director, and have been assured by him and Chuck Huckelberry that the design will preserve Cat 9 privacy and discourage foot traffic onto Posada.

On the important proposal for a Cat 9 dues increase, the board circulated a ‘focus group’ type poll to 80 neighbors with email access regarding a required dues increase.  Based in part on this poll and much hard work by the dues subcommittee, a streamlined proposal for a dues increase to pay for road maintenance has been drafted.  This will be on a formal ballot next fall and the background for it is included in an article in this newsletter.

Have a good summer,

Fred Fiastro

Call for Board Nominations

The next election for board members will occur at our annual meeting in November.  Neighbors who wish to serve on the next board should send a note to our post office box address asking to be placed on the ballot. Please include a short biographical piece that will accompany the ballot mailer in the Fall.  The deadline for submittal is October 1.  This allows time for printing and mailing of official ballots. 

________________________________________________________________

2. Board Of Directors Contact Information

Your Board wants to hear from you about your concerns. Our contact information is given below. If you’d like to send a message to the entire Board, e-mail it to info@cat9.org and the webmaster will promptly forward it to the Board.

  Fred Fiastro, President

299-1282
ffiast@aol.com

  Sandy Rosenthal, Vice-president
529-2326
srosen535@aol.com

  Dick Bryant, Secretary              
299-9588
dick@openwindow.com

  Joyce Leissring, Treasurer

615-4921
jleissring@mindspring.com

  Dennis Driscoll

 
529-4566
driscoll93@aol.com

  Diane Frank 


 
232-9623
dlfrank@att.net

  Bob Heindel 


 
299-4487
robertheindel4487@msn.com

  Bill Lamson 



299-0291
welamson@aol.com

  George Robinson 


299-4247
gtr@dakotacom.net

  Karin Sawtelle 


529-2429
karinsml@msn.com

  Russ Silberschlag


299-1418
azrusty@aol.com
  Lisa Warneke


 
529-1347
skierz@earthlink.net

  Al Whitaker


 
299-7831
No email

3. New Neighbors
These families have recently purchased property in our neighborhood. Why not introduce yourself and…Get to know your neighbors!

Wade and Melissa Dunagan (lot 28) - 6900 N. Solaz Segundo

William and Susan Hyder (lot 87) - 2580 E. Manzanita Ave.

Rene and Carol LaFever (lot 31) - 6901 N. Solaz Tercero

To all our neighbors:

Please remember to keep your name, address, phone number and e-mail address current with the association so that you will receive all new correspondence.  Contact our Registrar, Diane Frank by phone (232-9623) or by e-mail (dlfrank@att.net) to update or change your contact information.

________________________________________________________________

4. Survey Results – Funding of Road Maintenance
As we promised in the last newsletter, we're continuing to expand on the board's recommendations for the acquisition of Avenida de Posada and the increase in annual dues to support the ongoing maintenance of our roads.

The board feels that it is in our best interest to acquire Posada independent of our collective position on the degree to which we wish to maintain our roads. We have reliable information that the county's budget position will not allow for anything but pothole filling on neighborhood secondary roads for the foreseeable future. We can afford THIS level of  'maintenance' without any substantial increase in our dues. 

Thus, by accepting Posada we complete the ownership of our entire road system without necessarily committing ourselves to any large expenditures. This allows us complete control over appropriate maintenance without having to rely on the county to do timely and attractive work.

The board recommends that we ALSO undertake a program that will allow us to begin a continuing schedule of road maintenance, including, within the next ten years, the complete repaving of our entire neighborhood.  From estimates that we have received we believe that this can be accomplished by raising our dues to $350 per year, starting in 2004. 

This will be apportioned as $250 per year to the road fund and $100 per year to fund regular ongoing expenses exclusive of road maintenance.  Inflation adjustments to these numbers will be needed over the years as well. See the end of this article for an example budget that represents our current allocation of funds.

We are investigating the steps necessary to set up an escrow fund that will hold the road maintenance portion of the yearly dues. This will assure the funds are applied to their intended purpose and provide an ongoing financial structure that is protected from short-term expenses.

Our survey, which many of you participated in, showed a very clear preference on the part of the members for the yearly-dues-based approach to maintenance over the intermittent application of fairly large special assessments.  This is a good sign, as we are told that HOA's that fund their expenses by regular, stable, dues are also viewed in a more favorable light by banks and real estate professionals.

Here's how the ongoing expenses that we are proposing are apportioned:

Non-road pavement/sealing budget items – approximations from several year's budgets - $100 per lot

Office





$  700

Insurance




$1600

Legal Fees




$3000

Meetings




$  700

Storage




$  600

Taxes and tax prep



$  400



Landscape Maintenance


$3000

Potholes/Sweeping



$1000

Contingency




$2000  







$13,000 

Pavement/sealing budget items – best estimates from discussions with paving contractors - $250 per lot, beginning in 2004 will allow for:

1. Chipsealing the side streets (including Pl. Manzanita) in 2006 at a cost of $50,000 (this will be the last use of chipseal – to "tide us over" to full repaving in 2013).

2. Repaving Los Altos and Posada in 2008 at a cost of $112,000 

3. Sealing Los Altos and Posada every 5 years thereafter at a cost of $7,000

4. Repaving the side streets in 2013 at a cost of $148,000 

5. Sealing the side streets every 5 years thereafter at a cost of $9,000

6. A continuous cycle of repaving the roads every 25 years and sealing every 5 years, once the above initial actions are taken

All figures are reported in 2003 dollars and would be adjusted for inflation as years go by.

________________________________________________________________

5. CC&Rs: They’re Not Just Suggestions
As in many communities in Arizona, when a lot is purchased in Catalina Foothills Estates No. 9, the new owner becomes a member of the Home Owners Association, implicitly agreeing to abide by our Protective Covenants, a copy of which is provided to them at the time of property transfer.   These so called CC&Rs are more than just suggestions for members of our community to follow.  They are rules that have been set down in order to maintain and enhance property value, and to promote safe conditions within our neighborhood.  The CC&Rs cover a variety of issues which relate to the use and maintenance of each lot in Cat 9 as well as the structures located thereon.  All are to be adhered to.  

Adherence to some of the covenants requires pre-approval of the Association’s Board of Directors.  All new structures (including walls, pools, driveways, outbuildings, etc.) or renovations to structures, must be approved based on covenants covering the structure itself (including exterior color (walls, roof, etc.)) and its location on the lot. 

Other covenants define acceptable practices in the following areas: storage of materials on the lot (including trash containers), signage displayed, exterior lighting, mail boxes and their maintenance, vegetation maintenance, concealment of mechanical equipment, use of guest houses, type and number of pets, and motorized vehicle use.  

These covenants benefit each of us.  If you are not familiar with the details of our CC&Rs please take the time to read them.  They cover a range of issues and we are all required to abide by them.  

________________________________________________________________

6. Skyline/Campbell Road Project
Status updates on the project can be seen by visiting the "trailers" at the southwest corner of Posada and Skyline during business hours. Additionally, several maps and lots of information are available by visiting their web site. Should you have questions or complaints, you can contact the Skyline Team at www.skylinedesignbuild.com or call them at 722-6900. 

________________________________________________________________

7. Pre-emergent Herbicide
As I write this article, we are still pre-monsoon.  It's not clear whether it will be too late for this topic to be timely (once it's been raining for a week or so, it's too late for pre-emergents) by the time you read it.  But then… there's always NEXT year.  

What are they? Pre-emergent herbicides are chemicals that prevent seed germination and growth – thus disposing of the weed problem before it even appears.  I have found the use of these chemicals to be quite effective if they are applied at the proper times of the year.  In general, they will not hurt anything that is ALREADY established, but be sure to read the fine print on the labels for the exceptions.  I use it around the pool area and in the 'manicured desert' around my driveway and in a 15' band around my house and pool wall to keep growth away from the structures - much easier than pulling weeds.

Again referencing my favorite book on our area* spraying is recommended in March (before the first weeds appear from the winter rains) and late June/early July (just before the monsoon).  Of the products I've tried, the best has been Dow AgroSciences Surflan.  This can be difficult to find and quite expensive in pints and quarts, but if you're willing to invest in bulk quantities UAP WEST (800-825-2474) carries the 2.5 gallon size for "only" $275.  This will last the average homeowner a LONG time, as a quart will treat approximately 10,000 sq. feet.

As always, read the warning labels and wear eye protection.  It's probably also wise to wear some sort of mask or respirator, though I just try not to 'spray into the wind', so to speak :-).

* George Brookbank's book "Desert Landscaping" (ISBN 0-8165-1201-9)
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