Catalina Foothills Estates No. 9


Homeowner’s Association Board


Minutes





July 14, 2003 





Directors present:





Fred Fiastro <ffiast@aol.com>		


Diane Frank <dlfrank@att.net>


Bob Heindel  <robertheindel4487@msn.com>


Joyce Leissring <jleissring@mindspring.com>


George Robinson <gtr@dakotacom.net>


Karin Sawtelle <karinsml@msn.com>


Russ Silberschlag <azrusty@aol.com>





Directors absent:





Dick Bryant <dick@openwindow.com>


Dennis Driscoll< driscoll93@aolccom


Bill Lamson  <welamson@aol.com >


Sandy Rosenthal <srosen535@aol.com> 


Lisa Warneke <skierz@earthlink.net>


Al Whitaker





Guests present:





Valli Duval


Jim McDonald


Polly O’Bier





Call to Order:





Fred Fiastro, president, called the meeting to order at 7:15pm.  Karin Sawtelle wrote the minutes.





Minutes:





The minutes of the meeting held June 9, 2003 were reviewed and approved.


(MSC will be used in this and future reports to designate Moved, Seconded and Carried)





MSC: The board approved the minutes.





MSC: Minutes will be posted on the website and all members with e-mail notified of their availability rather than sending the minutes out to a separate list. were reviewed and approved.


�



Board Resignation:





It was reported that due to an extremely full schedule, Bruce Switzer has resigned his position on the Board of Directors.





Financial Report:





Joyce Leissring reported that the only changes to our accounts is a small amount of interest (approximately  $.50).  There has been no income, nor checks written.





Registrar’s Report:





Diane Frank presented the registrar’s report dated July 14, 2003.





 MSC: The board accepted the report without objection. 





Architectural Report:





Lot 44: Fred reported that resubmitted plans have been approved by our architect, Mr. Paulus.  Polly O’Bier discussed some of the changes made to the original plans which brought them into compliance and assured the board that the exterior color scheme would be the same as that currently on the main house.  Neighbor James Macdonald (lot 45) was interested in the distinction between a ‘guest house’ and a ‘second house’ on the property, as well as just an assurance that the new structure would be in compliance with no variances necessary.  He was satisfied with the location and design of the planned structure, and no variances were necessary.  





MSC:  The submitted plans were approved by board with no need for any variances.


	


Lot 66:  We have not yet received any response to our attorney’s letter suggesting that the board meet with both the property owners and the neighbors.


	


Lot 49:  Fred showed the board submitted plans for a pool enclosure.  Changes to the existing backyard walls would require that a variance would be necessary, at least in so far as encroachment on the CC&R’s 30–foot set back requirement.  Adjacent neighbors from lots 48 and 50 both submitted letters advising the board that they do not object to the proposed changes.  Another neighbor (lot 46) gave a verbal okay to Fred when queried by phone.  As the plans did not indicate the actual distance from the proposed wall to the property line, nor the height of the wall from the outside – 6 foot maximum per CC&R's (only the height from the top of the new patio inside the wall was identified), the board requested that this information be provided before any variances could be given and the plans approved. As the next board meeting is in September, the board will vote on the plans by e-mail if new plans are provided well ahead of that date.


	


Lot 97:  Karin reported that in speaking to the owner’s son, she was advised that there were no formal plans for the location and design of the new driveway, but that he could sketch some for the board if necessary.  Joyce pointed out that many of the plans for lots in Cat9 do not include plans for the driveways and /or landscaping.  It was decided that since none exist for this property either, they could be skipped.


�



Compliance:


	


Lot 6:  No written response has yet been made to the request that future painting of the roof be done in a non-reflective color as specified in the CC&R's.  The owner had told Fred that she would use an appropriate color next time, but as written confirmation is needed, Karin will phone and again request the letter.


	


Lot 130:  A letter was received from the owners, saying that due vandalism of the pool equipment the building of a pool enclosure was delayed, but that it will be walled in immediately.


	


Lot 5:  A neighbor has expressed concern about the color of the new wall (white).  As this is a newly completed wall which is part of a board approved project, Karin will check with Dennis Driscoll to see if the wall color was part of the plans, and therefore can be expected to be changed soon.





Fall 2003 Ballot Initiative





In order to provide association members with information concerning road maintenance and needed dues to pay for it, George and Dick will prepare a draft of the ballot for approval at the September meeting.  The wording for the ballot will be shown to Tanis to assure that it is in keeping with HOA standards.





We also need to know if we own Placita Manzanita, since paving a county owned street, would require county approval and adherence to there requirements.  





Entryway improvements





Chuck Huckelberry was not optimistic about the county funding or helping to fund this project - even access to power for lighting does not look promising.  Joyce and Russ will seek more information from Sandy to determine what details have been looked into and what remains to be done.





Newsletter:





The newsletter is about ready to mail, but we should add a “Call for Candidates” to let people know that it’s that time again.





New Business:


      


Trash Dumping on Solaz:


	


Will discuss at September meeting, as Dick is most familiar with the situation.  We need to know if the dumping is on private property and which lots adjoin the area.  Are homeowners in agreement about blocking the area?


      


�



Street Sweeping:  





Estimates of $1,060 for sweeping the entire neighborhood or $475 for sweeping intersections only were received.  Since some of the worst areas of sand/rock debris are where roads intersect washes (but not at intersections), we need to know if these areas would be included in the lower estimate.  Since it would make more sense to do street sweeping after the monsoon season, the matter was tabled until September.





La Encantada:  





The primary design included a footpath west of the berm.  Fred and Russ discussed this issue with the county representative who was unaware that the berm was to function as a means of keeping foot traffic out of Cat9.  He is to rework the plan to correct this oversight.


    


Concerns about lighting and roof mechanics have met with the following responses. Westcor and the county feel that the lighting is in compliance. As for roof mechanics, Fred was advised that much of what is on the roof is construction related material which will not remain, and that A/C and heating systems will be painted ‘desert tan’ as well as be enclosed by ‘desert tan’ colored walls to hide the fixtures.





Adjournment:  





9:20pm.





Next Meeting:   





September 8, 2003





Executive Session Call to Order:





Fred Fiastro, president, called the meeting to order at 9:20pm.  Karin Sawtelle wrote the minutes.





Lot 66:





Fred read excerpts from the most recent letter from Dennis Rosen concerning lot 66.  Apparently the letter to Dennis from Tanis had not been received by him when he wrote this letter.  Although not specifically stated, the implication was that his clients would sue the board unless its approval of the Yokum plans was rescinded.  As the board's approval was given based on professional opinion from both legal and architectural counsel, the members agreed that we should not change our position and that doing so would be, as both Tanis and Mascia previously advised, “arbitrary and capricious”. 





Fred has discussed the board’s liability coverage with our insurance adjuster and was informed that if a lawsuit claiming monetary damages were filed, the insurance would begin to cover the legal fees at that point.  Discussion followed as to whether use of arbitration would be preferable due to the lesser expense involved, but Fred did not know if legal fees involved in arbitration would be covered by our insurance.





Board members agreed that it would be preferable to resolve the issues concerning lot 66 by having the Yokums and the concerned neighbors meet with their respective attorneys and the Board of Directors, and with a bit of give and take, come to an agreement that all can live with.  However, there was not much optimism about the likelihood of this happening.  Board members agreed that regardless, this should be the next step, and that any party who is unwilling to proceed to this as the next step, would not be looked upon favorably by a judge or arbitrator.





If no resolution can be achieved in this manner, two possible courses:





The unhappy neighbors sue us, but at least the insurance will cover the legal fees (providing that they are suing for monetary damages (but if they’re not they’re going to have to pay Rosen)).





The board somehow extricates itself from the loop and tells the Yokums and the neighbors to seek arbitration to resolve the matter.





Action:  After we receive a response to Tanis’ most recent letter, Fred will discuss with Tanis our  “end game” to resolve this matter or to get legal fees off our bank account and onto that of our insurance company.  It should not be the members of the homeowners’ association who pay for this.





Adjournment:  9:35pm 


�
Catalina Foothills Estates No. 9


Homeowners Association


P O  Box 36225


Tucson, AZ 85740	


REGISTRAR’S REPORT


July 14, 2003


Diane L Frank, Registrar


New and Active Listings:





3/16/03	Lot  39	6860 N Solaz Tercero	Gerald Miron			Long Realty


									Sallye Williams


									544-4444; MLS: 2306930





12/27/02	 Lot 91	2740 E Manzanita	Peter/Kathryn Melsted		Realty Executives


									Steven R Wendling


									240-5123; MLS: 2228561





4/9/03	Lot 97	6626 N Altos Segundo	Rose C. Collins			Long Realty 


									Robin S. Kaiserman


									918-5411; MLS: 2312141





6/9/03	Lot 78	6601 N Altos Segundo	Charles/ Debra Weisel	              Clayton Farnsworth Realty


		(vacant lot)						Clayton Farnsworth


									877-5357;MLS: 2313430


�


6/17/03	Lot 85	6711 N Altos Segundo	John/Josephine Edwards		Long Realty


									Cecelia Terry


									444-4186; MLS: 2314768


�


7/2/03	Lot 117	6541 N Altos Tercero	Charles/Marinez Niskey		Realty Executives


									Peter Deluca


									615-8400; MLS: 2316132


�


7/8/03	Lot s 79/ 82  6651 N Altos Segundo   Thomas Black			Long Realty


									Nikki Mehalic


									918-8840; MLS: 2316671





Offers Accepted/ Homes Entered into Escrow:		  		        	


Homes Closed Escrow:  


Delinquent Receipts/Deeds:	 


Mail Returned:


New/Corrected Mailing Address Or Other Information:


Lot 36  New email for Don & Diana Patterson:  joydlp@aol.com








